
LATCH: 
the new child

safety seat system

Lower Anchors and Tethers for CHildren.
LATCH is designed to make child safety seat
installation easier—without using safety belts.
It is required on most child safety seats and 
vehicles manufactured after September 1, 2002. 

How does LATCH work?
LATCH-equipped vehicles have at least two sets
of small bars (anchors) in the back seat where the
cushions meet. Some pickup trucks will have
them installed in the front seat.

LATCH-equipped child safety seats have a 
lower set of attachments that fasten to the
anchors. Most forward-facing child safety 
seats also have a top strap (top tether) that
attaches to a top anchor. Together, they make 
up the LATCH system.

If your vehicle is not LATCH-equipped, use
the safety belt and a top tether, if available.

If your child safety seat is not LATCH-
equipped, it’s still safe if it has been correctly
installed using a safety belt, hasn’t been
recalled, and hasn’t been damaged. 

You do not have to use the LATCH system if
your vehicle and car seat are equipped. You
may use the vehicle safety belt to secure the
child safety seat if it provides better installation.

Fasten lower
attachments to
lower anchors.

Attach top tether
to top anchor.



Car Seat 
Safety Tips

Make sure your child 
is riding safely

• Study the vehicle owner’s manual and car seat
instructions carefully.

• Check to see if you need a locking clip. Not all
safety belts will secure a car seat without it.

• Look for a car seat with a label saying it meets
federal motor vehicle standards.

• Send in the car seat registration card to be
notified in case there is a recall.

• Get a tight fit—the seat should not move more
than one inch from side to side or forward. 
To check for proper installation, push and pull 
on the car seat near the safety belt buckle.

• Replace a car seat that has been in a crash.

For a child safety seat inspection 
by a certified technician, 

call 1-866-SEAT-CHECK or visit
www.seatcheck.org. 

For more information
visit www.nhtsa.gov.

4000 Collins Road, P.O. Box 30633
Lansing, MI 48909 

(517) 336-6477       www.michigan.gov/ohsp 

Not paid for with state funds. Paid for with funds 
from the U.S. Department of Transportation.
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